
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A Service of Holy Communion  

The Second Sunday after Trinity 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or online. We 
are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
 
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate during the 
offertory. 
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The Gathering 
 
We are welcomed to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn – Amazing Grace 
 

1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I’m found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2 ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
 

3 Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come. 
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 

4 The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
than when we first begun. 

 
vs 1-4 John Newton (1725-1807) 
v5 John Rees (1828-1900) 
 

Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
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forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
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you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

 
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; 
for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the LORD lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 
 
6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ 
But he said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So 
the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, 
and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 
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9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of 
your spirit.’ 10 He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as 
I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11 As they 
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the 
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept 
watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes 
and tore them in two pieces. 

13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 
from him, and struck the water, saying, ‘Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?’ 
When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, and Elisha went over. 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. 

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves 
to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, 
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 15 If, however, you bite and devour 
one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For what 
the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed 
to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing 
what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the 
law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 
dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am 
warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 
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22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 
the Spirit. 

This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – Love divine, all loves excelling 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
 

2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into ev’ry troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit, 
let us find thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning, 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3 Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy grace receive; 
suddenly return, and never,  
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
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let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory, 
till in heav’n we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder love and praise.  
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
  

Gospel Reading – Luke 9:51-62 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered 
a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive 
him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James 
and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them? 55 But he turned and rebuked 
them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you 
wherever you go.’ 58 And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 59 To another 
he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.’ 60 But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for 
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ 61 Another said, ‘I will follow you, 
Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’ 62 Jesus said to him, 
‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.’ 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 
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After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 

The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
 

The Peace 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to peace. 

cf Colossians 3.15 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
 

Offertory Hymn – Lord for the years 
 
During this hymn a collection will be taken for the ministry and mission of St 
James. For digital methods of giving, please see p.2. 
 
 

1 Lord for the years 
your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, 
cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, 
pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, 
we bring our thanks today. 
 

2 Lord, for that word, 
the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts 
and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, 
rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, 
receive your people’s praise. 
 

3 Lord, for our land 
in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, 
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wealth and care: 
for young and old, 
for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, 
be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

4 Lord, for our world; 
when we disown and doubt you, 
loveless in strength, 
and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, 
lost indeed without you: 
Lord of the world, 
we pray that Christ may reign. 
 

5 Lord for ourselves; 
in living power remake us –  
self on the cross 
and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, 
for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, 
to live for Christ alone.  

 
Timothy Dudley Smith (b.1926) 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
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His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and singing:	  
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
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we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
	  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

We are invited to receive the bread and wine, or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
naught be all else to me save that thou art; 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 
 

3 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, 
be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r, 
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

4 Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise, 
thou mine inheritance through all my days; 
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 
 

5 High King of heaven, when battle is done, 
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heav’n’s sun; 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Irish 8th century, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935) 
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The Blessing 
 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 


